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Tuns production is preſented to the Public not 
as an exhibition of genius, or as containing any thing 
perfectly new. Sentiments will however be found 
in it ſuited to the times, and to the ſituation and 
peculiar circumſtances of the Congregations for 
whoſe uſe it was deſigned. One of theſe Congrega- 
tions, I mean that of Kingſwood, to whom it was firſt 
delivered, had never before that period aſſembled to- 
gether from the time of the demolition of their place 
of worſhip by the rioters of the 14th of July laſt, 
[t was delivered to the Societies of the Old and New 
Meetings, who, though not exactly coinciding in reli- 
gious opinion, have, by agreeing to differ in private 
and leſs general points of chriſtian doctrine, and to 
meet and mingle with each other in the publie wor- 
ſhip of Him who is equally the God of Mohamme- 
dans, Jews, and Chriſtians; afforded the world a ſpe- 
cimen of the poſſibility of uniting chriſtian charity 
with the full exerciſe of private judgment. 


If any praiſe be due to the author of this Diſ- 
courſe, it is derived not from any claim it has to 
A2 originality, 
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originality, but to the ſeaſonable application of the 
principles it inculcates. And though they may be 
found in a thouſand different authors, a thouſand 
times better expreſſed, yet the occaſion of their being 
repeated, was quite novel in this country. Till now 
we all thought that perſecution had grown obſolete 
with the laws which countenanced it. 


It is hoped that what is here given, will be found 
uſeful for every claſs of men, from the throne to the 
cottage. And though the peculiar dogmas of no 
ſect are inculcated, it is preſumed the genuine diſciple 
of Jeſus, whether he be of Calvin, of Luther, of 
Arius, or Socinus, will find the true principles of 
faith unfeigned, and of the pureſt chriſtianity recom- 

mended and enforced. If all be true, uſeful, and im- 
portant, and what ought to be again and again im- 
preſſed upon the mind of every believer in the goſpel, 


the author is little ſolicitous about any thing new 
and individual, 


He is much more ſolicitous to have the 
public conſider this as a ſpecimen of what is de- 
livered from the pulpit of the UNION CHAPEL, than 
about any thing elſe. That the ſocieties which aſ- 
ſemble in that place, are injured men, I think no im- 
partial perſon of any deſcription, will diſpute. They 
have all the rights of injured men about them. Yet 
this is the ſpirit, and if poſſible, a ſpirit more mild 
than it is in the nature of this author to feel or to 
deſcribe, it has been the uniform endeayour - 
a 
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all the ſtated miniſters of this place, to recommend 
and enforce with all the energy they were maſters of. 
In proof of this, I appeal not merely to this Diſcourſe, 
but to one delivered at Carr's-lane Meeting-houſe, 
Auguſt 7, 1791, by the Rev. R. Scholefield, and to 
another, not indeed printed, but which muſt be ſtill 
freſh in the remembrance of all who heard it, and 
of which the author was himſelf a hearer, by the 


Rev. J. Coates, on the ſubje of cultivating peace with 


all men. 


The author of this Diſcourſe as he was not one 
of the ſufferers in the late riots, muſt be a ſtranger to 
their feelings. What he has advanced pointing in any 

way to thoſe fatal tumults, is the effect of ſympathy 
not of experience. He ſtands perfectly amazed at the 
wickedneſs of mankind ;—yet on the preſent occa- 
ſion, knows not whether he is to laugh at their folly, 
or lament their depravity. In one reſpect, however, 
though it will be conſidered as a remote one, I am 
a ſufferer ; to what amount I know not, and therefore 
cannot bring an action for damages. Yet, though 
my property has not been deſtroyed, my perſon in- 
ſulted, nor my reputation attacked by thoſe who per- 
petrated, or by thoſe who at this inſtant are giving 
their ſanction to crimes which ſhould not be named 
among the miniſters and diſciples of Chriſt, yet I 
have loſt thoſe aſſiſtances, and that advantage which 
I ſhould have derived from perſonal intercourſe with 
a man who, in the confeſſion even of enmity itſelf, 
muſt rank among the greateſt and moſt perfect of 

our 
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our race. Whom not content with having driven 
from the habitation of his choice——and that was 
cruel enough, for the froſt of age was gathering upon 
his head——W hom not content with having hunted 
forth, at the peril of his life, into the wide wilderneſs of 
a rude world, bereft of the accumulated labours of his 
youth, the fruits of which cannot be purchaſed with 
the coffers of the treaſury; is now held up as the origin 
and fountain of all the corruption, diſorders, and mis- 
fortunes of Ninety-one. To have acted cruelly was 
enough ; to defend fuch conduct at the expence of 
honour and even of truth itſelf, is a pitch of unbluſh- 
ing profligacy which would not be ſuppoſed poſſible 
to be found in any other regions, than thoſe of black- 
neſs and darkneſs, 


In a preface to the firſt of the above-mentioned 
Diſcourſes, a preface which does immortal honour to 
the compoſer; there is the following paſſage :— 


« Truly concerned for the honour of a church, 
« with whoſe officiating clergy he held the moſt in- 
« timate and friendly intercourſe, for the firſt ſeven- 
« teen years of his own public miniſtry; a church, 
“from particular members of which he has received 
« many proofs and inſtances of marked and diſ- 
te tinguiſhed reſpect and kindneſs; the author has 
« waited, with a friendly impatience, to ſee a public 
« meeting of its clergy and laity called, and as public 
« a difavowal and abhorrence of the late riotous 


« meaſures (oſtenſibly exerted in their ſupport) ex- 
« preſſed, 
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« prefſed, Hitherto he has waited in vain; but 
« was he allowed to argue the caſe with them, and 
« was even a member of their own body, he ſhould 
« ſay, that till this is done, in the moſt open and 
« unreſerved manner, a laſting ſtain will remain upon 
« the body at large Every thinking mind will ſoon 
« diſcover, that if the church ſtands in need of ſuch 
« defenders—it is weak; if the church approves, 
« or cven does not, in the moſt explicit terms, con- 
« demn them---it is wicked. 


“Had any of the churches of the eſtabliſhment 
been burnt by accident, or through age required 
« being pulled down and rebuilt, the Diſſenters (if 
« neceſſary) would, even before this time, have fur- 
« niſhed them with every accommodation in their 
“power *®, And ſhall not one expreſſion of con- 
« dolance and ſympathy come from a body, under 


« whoſe apparent auſpices, at leaſt, the whole of 
« this barr:d buſineſs has been tranſacted. 


« He would farther venture to forewarn them, 
“without any gift of prophecy, that except a mea- 
© ſure of this kind is adopted, many of the wiſer, 
© more-moderate, and thinking part of the church, 
« will be inclined for ever to leave its communion. 
« Perſecution, in the darkeſt ages of the church, 
« wore always an unfriendly aſpect to its intereſt; 


* At Banbury, while the Church is rebuilding, the Diſſen - 
ters have offered the uſe of their Meeting to the members of the 
Eſtabliſhment; it has been accepted, and the author is informed, 
they attend public ſervice in it at this day.“ 

« but 
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« but the very idea of it (with the light which has 
« now diffuſed itſelf through Europe) will ſtrike 
many individuals with horror.” 


Inſtead of attending to theſe excellent hints, and 
following the manly advice here given, we have ſeen 
a pamphlet, « ſpeaking the SENTIMENTS, and written 
% with the GENERAL CONCURRENCE and APPROBA- 
“ TION of the CLERGY of BIRMINGHAM,” in which 
one fact has already been proved to be without founda- 
tion, to the ſatisfaction of the perſon who permitted 
his name to appear in the title-page. The apology 
he has made, inſtead of giving us a better opinion of 
the remaining facts, is ſuch as to render our ſuſpicions 
more broad and general. We are ready to call them 
all pretended facts, and have little doubt of finding 
them to be ſo upon farther examination, - 


If any thing faid by the author here, or in any other 
place, be deemed raſh, he truſts it will be found to 
have flowed from the fervour of indignant honeſty, 
or the exultations of benevolence. He flatters him- 
ſelf he is not infected with the cant of ſets, or cir- 
cumſcribed in his principles by local notions; at leaſt 
it has been his wiſh that every thing advanced in the 
following diſcourſe ſhould be general as the paſſions 
and the feelings of his race, 


A Diſcourſe, &c. 
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BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED 
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 


I N circumſtances of tribulation and 
diſtreſs, it becomes us with more than ordi- 
nary care to fortify our minds, and preſerve 
them from dejection. It certainly is the part 
of a chriſtian, like the firſt followers of his 
Maſter, to glory in ſuffering—to rejoice him- 
ſelf in tribulation—to exhort others to rejoice, 
to remain firm and unmoved amidft every 
face of terror. For he of all men has not re- 
ceived the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; 
but the ſpirit of love, of power, and of a 
ſound mind, From the conſtant tenor of his 

Wis. Maſter's 
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Maſter's inſtructions, from the manner in 
which a world he came to reſcue and to 
bleſs, rewarded his goodneſs, he is well aware 
that it is no ſtrange thing that a man in 
this life ſnould ſuffer for doing no wrong, or 
even for doing what is righteſt and beſt. In 
ſuch a caſe he is fully perſuaded, that it is his 
privilege as well as duty to rejoice, inaſmuch 
as he is then a partaker of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
that when the glory of his heavenly leader is 
revealed, he may alſo be, glad with exceeding 
Joy. That if he be reproached-for the name 
of Chriſt he is happy, for that then the ſpirit 
of glory and of God rẽſteth upon him; for 
though on the part of.; has:;adverſaries' God 
may be evil 5+ ra of, Wye) on Arn Pare bei is 
ee 11 no! 
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With kbar * wy the attention 
of many to whom I now addreſs myſelf be 
called to the words juſt read. It is a fact 
that you have ſuffered both in your minds 
and in your eſtates. And for what? Your 
moſt implacable adverſaries cannot prove that 
it was Gra the injurious treatment of - your 

| neighbours, 
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neighbours, or for any groſs immorality in 
your conduct as individuals. The tongue of 
ſcandal has not gall enough to put out the 
luſtre of your good name. The utmoſt efforts 
of defamation cannot avail to eraſe from the 
breaſts of thouſands you have ſerved, the re- 
membrance of your uprightneſs, your can- 
dour, and your generoſity. Every candid 
perſon, whatever deſcription of political or 
theological ſentiment he may have adopted, 
will readily confeſs that you have uniformly 
maintained the character of kind neighbours, 
good citizens, and faithful ſubjects. But I do 
not appear. in this place on the one hand to 
read the panegyric of your virtues, nor on the 
other will I permit myſelt to launch out into 
any accuſations againſt thoſe who were the au- 
thors of your ſufferings. I have higher ideas of 
the dignity of the office I ſuſtain, than will per- 
mit me to deſcend ſo low as to return - railing 
for railing, and opprobrium for i injury. In this 
Iwill reſtrain myſelf, nor for a moment indulge 
in that invective to which my natural temper 
ſtrongly prompts me. I hear the inſtructive 
voice of our divine Preceptor, ſounding in lofty 
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accents thoſe ſublime commands Love your 
« enemies — Bleſs them that curſe you — Dy 
« good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
Fe that deſpitefully uſe, and perſecute you. 


l am about to perform a far ſuperior part 
to that of inflaming your minds with anger 
however juſt—a part which hypocriſy would 
hardly aſſume I am about to be the inſtru- 
ment of teaching you how to bear and for- 


Permit me, then, on the preſent occaſion, 
to turn to the paſſage juſt read, ſo full of 


When preached to the ſociety at Kingſwood, the exor- 
dium ran thus; It affords me, fellow chriſtians, a ſatis- 
« faction peculiarly pleaſing. and exalted, to have an oppor- 
f/tunity given me of addreſſing you on the preſent occaton. 

This is the firſt time you have aſſembled together as a 
-E ſociety of believers in Chriſt ſince the late unhappy and fatal 
E ts. Although you may not have ſuffered ſo deeply 
« with ref; to your poſſeſſions as ſome others; yet, no 
et doubt, the alarm you experienced when the place in which 
'<c you had long aſſembled was attacked and deſtroyed by the 
5 rude hands of barbarians 4 — to the uneaſineſs of mind 
c you muſt feel on account of your friends at a. r 
4 town, and the conſideration of the uncertain end of ſuc 
e diforders, with reſpe& both to yourſelves and others, muſt 
'« have made an impreſſion on your minds ſo deep as cannot 
Spoon or eaſity he effaced.” When delivered in the Union- 
Chapel the exordium was the ſame with that which appears 
in the tex. | [ 
eee in 
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animation and encouragement to each ſufferer 


in the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs 


Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for rigbie- 
ouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


I will not by a long explanation of theſe 
words detain you from the more important 
conſideration of their truth. Every one here 
muſt know what it is to be bleſſed or happy; 
that it means being in a ſtate of ſecurity and 
enjoyment. Every one knows what it is to 
be perſecuted; that it is to. be abuſed, out- 
raged, treated with indignity or viotence on 
account of adhering to the dictates of con- 
ſcience, eſpecially when they have reſpect to 
matters of religion, We know, and have 
ſeen, that this is no imaginary thing. In an 
age more enlightened than any that have pre- 
ceded it, and in a country which boaſts of 
higher refinement, of degrees of knowledge 
and of liberty ſuperior to that of any other 
country exiſting in this age of ſuperior light; 
I fay we have ſeen, nay ſome of us have ſelt, 
that perſecution is no phantom of the brain. 
We have experienced that innocence is no 
a a3: protection 
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protection againſt injury — that a man for 
doing what every man ought to do, what 
every chriſtian is by his principles bound to 
do, namely, to promote the diffuſion of what 
he believes in his conſcience to be moral and 
religious truth; I again repeat that we know 
from experience ſuch a man may have his 
good name flandered, his property deſtroyed, 
his houſe, the ſacred aſylum of every Britiſh 
ſubject, invaded, profaned, and deſolated, his 
domeſtic felicity and mental peace cruelly in- 
terrupted, if not for ever deſtroyed, and his 
very life brought into imminent danger. For 
a definition then of this term, I have only to 
refer you to what you yourſelves, have in 
your own perſons experienced. 


What our text affirms 1s, that thoſe who 
are thus perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake are 
bleſſed, becauſe theirs is the kingdom of hea- 
ven. That is to ſay, they either poſſeſs that 
conſcious ſuperiority: of mind which is ſuffi- 
cient to elevate them above every earthly joy, 
and every earthly: ſorrow, to fill them with 
that heavenly peace 'which paſſeth all under- 

ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, and anticipates the bliſs of futurity, 
(for our maſter's words are. theirs is, not theirs 
ſhall be, &c.) or, their virtue is ſufficient to 
give them an indiſputable and undoubted title 


to thoſe immortal rewards, to that everlaſt- 


ing joy of God, which is the portion of all 
thoſe who are the __— of his Arie appro- 
bation. 


Suppoſing then, that every one perfectly 
underſtands the import of theſe words, without 
waſting any of your time in further explaining 


them, let us immediately Fe to enquire 
into their truth. t 


Bleſſed are hey which are perſecuted ?— 
(methinks I hear ſome one ſay)—why that is 
impoſlible ! You tell us bleſſed, means happy; 
and how can that man be aid to be happy 


whoſe property is conſidered as the lawful prey 


of any ſon of violence and of plunder that ſhall 
pleaſe to ſeize upon or deſtroy it? How can 
be be happy who is every moment liable to 
be burnt out of houſe and home, who knows 
not whether he ſhall be able to ſecure his wife 
and children from the rapacious invader of 
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his peace, and who is himſelf uncertain where 
he can find ſafety ? 


Methinks the objector to this doctrine 

proceeds and aſks—Can a man look on his 
manſion, the abode of peace, becauſe it was 
the abode of order and of innocence, can he 
ſee it diſmantled, ruined, levelled with the 
ground? Can he behold the ſpot where once 
his garden ſmiled, the orchard, whoſe trees 
at once afforded him fruit and ſhelter, can he 
contemplate upon the little paradiſe the la- 
bours of his youth had planted, and thoſe of 
his riper years matured ;—behold it deformed 
or deſtroyed by the ſavage inroad of ruffians, 
and yet be happy? Can he find himſelf 
driven and excluded from the place where 
every ruſtling breeze bade him welcome ;— 
from the manſion whoſe very doors as they 

turned on their hinges hailed his arrival 
every room and every corner of which were 
remembrancers of bleſſing, which contained 
the total of his temporal treaſures, at leaſt the 
chief ſums in their amount every thing that 
gave the livelieſt zeſt, the higheſt reliſn to his 
preſent exiſtence, — can he behold theſe diſ- 
| figured 


OO oY a—_— „ 8 


1 
figured and demoliſhed, preſenting a picture 


of ruin, a ſcene of ſilent horror, and rendered 
ſo for no crime of his own, and yet be happy ? 
Can a man, proceeds he, be immured in the 
dark walls of a priſon, be loaded with fetters, 
plunged into the depth of a gloomy cell; 
or finally be unjuſtly arraigned at the partial 
bar of his enemies, by an iniquitous ſentence 
condemned to ſuffer, can he be led to tor- 
ments and to death, and yet account himſelf 
bleſſed ? I ſhould conceive, therefore, the doc- 
trine you are endeavouring to eſtabliſh, quite 
contrary to truth and reaſon. For I ſhould 
eſteem him the happy man who 1s tranquil, 
eaſy in his circumſtances, ſecure with reſpect 
to his perſon and property, beloved by his fa- 
mily, and honoured by his neighbours and ac- 
quaintance, proſperous in his undertakings, 
and at peace with all the world. Should you 
pronounce ſuch an one to be bleſſed, I ſhould 
perfectly and with caſe comprehend your 
meaning. But the connection between bleed- 
neſs and perſecution, I confeſs myſelf to be 
deſtitute of organs to diſcover. In affirming 
that it is a very happy thing for men to be 
grieved and afflicted without any juſt cauſe, 

to 
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to be loaded with reproach, and driven from 
their habitations; to have their property de- 
ſtroyed, their peace of mind broken, and their 
very lives endangered is, to me, language a 
little paradoxical, It is like telling me, If I 
wiſh to know what true enjoyment is, I muſt 
ſeek it by ſubmitting to undergo the tortures 
of the inquiſition,—or if I would fleep with 
peculiar pleaſure, inſtead of ſinking in heaps 
of down, or reclining on beds of roſes, to get 
myſelf ſtretched on the rack, or broken on the 
wheel. Or by way of heightening my pleaſure, 
of making the happineſs more complete by 
a more general diffuſion of it, to contrive that 
my friends and relations together with myſelf 
ſhould fall the the victims of intolerance in a 
repetition of the maſſacres of France or of 
Ireland, the burnings of Smithfield, or the 
executions at Thorne. In ſhort, to affirm, 
Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted, appears 
to me little better than ſaying, though not 
exactly in ſo many words, Pain is Plzaſure, 
Miſery is Happineſs, and Death, Life. 


No though ſomething like this might be 
ſippoſed the dictate of the moment in the 
mind 
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mind of one who had never attended to the 
ſubject, a more attentive examination of this 
doctrine of our Saviour will abundantly ſatisfy 
each impartial engunen of its truth and rea- 
ſonableneſs. 


Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
beaven.—Y es, let them be perſecuted fo as to 
loſe every thing that 1s accounted valuable in 
this life, and to the loſs even of life itſelf, and 
our Maſter's words will be found literally true 
in every circumſtance and degree. 


The doctrine of our text muſt however be 
taken up upon principles purely . chriſtian ; 
ſince on any other grounds it might be diffi- 
cult to eſtabliſh and ſupport its truth. This 
is one of the peculiarities of the chriſtian faith. 
And it is moſt devoutly to be wiſhed that the 
tribe of thoſe who are ſo hot about dogmas 
and doctrines no where to be diſcovered in 
the writings of evangeliſts and apoſtles, would 
with the ſame degree of warmth take up this, 
which is really peculiar to chriſtianity. And 

| then 
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then by conſequence, inſtead of perſecuting 


others, they would be employed in learning 
how to endure perſecution themſelves, 


In proving this harſh doctrine, I ſhall con- 


tent myſelf with enlarging a little upon the 
three following heads of diſcourſe. 


I. That nothing either in man or that be- 
longs to man, 1s valuable any farther, than as 
it is connected with Virtue; or as our text 
ſtyles it, Righteouſneſs. 


IT. That therefore every thing which be- 
longs to man, is to be given up rather than 
his Virtue. That he ought to part with his 
very life rather than deſert the cauſe of truth 
and right ;—that by conſequence what our 
Lord here affirms muſt be literally true. For 
he who is perſecuted for righteouſneſs fake, 
muſt be righteous. Hypocriſy would not 
endure it. He muſt be righteous in an emi- 
nent and diſtinguiſhing degree, or he would 
ſcarcely be marked out as a victim by the 


foes of righteouſneſs. 
Now 
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III. Now granting that we are bleſſed in 
proportion to our virtue or righteouſneſs, and 
that he who is moſt perſecuted for righteouſneſs 
fake, has made the higheſt attainments in vir- 
tue, it follows that he muſt be bleſſed and 
bleſt above the lot of thoſe whoſe virtues, 
though eſtimable, are not of that higher order 
which excite the perſecuting ſpirit. This will 
ſtrike, the mind ſtill more forcibly when we { 
reflect, that Chriſt who had authority to make 
declarations reſpecting that future ſtate which 
he came to reveal, expreſsly ſaith that berrs F 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
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What we firſt affirm is, that nothing either 4 
in Man, or that belongs to Man, is valuable 


any farther than as it is connected with Virtue 
or Righteouſneſs. | 8 


It will on all hands be allowed that there is 
nothing valuable to us but only as it is a means 
either mediately or immediately of making us 
more happy. We ſet no ſtore by things 
which contribute nothing to our enjoyment, 
which are neither beneficial in their own na- 

ture 
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ture nor in our eſteem. For inſtance, you do 
not cher:th the weeds which grow on your 
ſoil. You do not make hot-beds for nettles 
and thiſtles. You do not fill your barns with 
pebbles, and your granaries'with ſand. You 
rake no pains to get or to preſerve thoſe things 
which are, which can be of no ſervice to you; 

which you neither eat, nor wear, nor uſe. And 
you value things in exact proportion to the 
benefit or pleaſure which you actually derive, 
or expect to derĩve from their poſſeſſion. You 
value the grain more than you do the chaff or 
the ſtraw that is connected with it. You pre- 
fer the rich and fertile ſoil to the barren and 
unproductive heath. You will not part with 
the fatted ox ſo cheaply as the lean calf. And 
] aſk, If you were obliged by the oppreſſion 


of ſome powerful and head-ſtrong oppreſſor to 


part with a portion of your property. in order 
to preſerve the whole, what would you ſooneſt 
chuſe to ſacrifice, and what would you longeſt 
keep? You would willingly give up your 
ſtraw and your chaff in order to keep your 
grain. Vou would ſuffer your old and lean, 
and lame cattle to be taken from you, if that 

would 
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would preſerve your young and ſtrong, and 
well- fed. Provided the eſtate were your own, 
you would ſuffer the buildings on it to be 
eftroyed, rather than that the eſtate itſelf 
ſhould be taken from you. And all your 
poſſeſſions of every kind to be wreſted from 
you and deftroyed, if that would preſerve 
your: own life, and that of your wite's and 
children. And why would you do theſe things ; 
but becauſe in all theſe caſes that which you 
would chuſe to preſerve, is moſt valuable to 
you; and it is therefore moſt valuable, becauſe 
it contributes moſt to your happineſs. 


| It is clear that in all the inſtances above- 
cited, you would act a wiſe part if 2 acted 
in the manner Juſt mentioned. 

Now carry this mode of reaſoning and 
acting a little farther, and ſuppoſe yourſelves 
called upon to ſacrifice your principles of 
virtue and religion, or give up your earthly 
poſſeſſions— to act baſely and wickedly or loſe 
ir our lives what would you do? If yoù acted 
ur greeably to reaſon and conſcience, which 
"4 meaſure, would you adopt? Why you would 
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give up your goods, your friends, your wives, 
your children, aye, and your own lives too.— 
For I preſume if, from principle you could 
give up the former, you could find no diffi- 
culty in doing the latter. And why would 
you do this ? but becauſe none of theſe things, 
neither our land, your money, your friends, 
your wives, your children, nor even your life 
itſelf would be of any value to you, if you gave 
up your integrity, if you renounced your vir- 
tue, if you loſt all regard to righteouſneſs ? 


For let us but conſider a little what virtue 
or righteouſneſs is, and we ſhall quickly diſ- 
cern the wiſdom of ſuch conduct. It is the 
higheſt exerciſe and improvement of reaſon, 
The integrity, the harmony, and juſt balance 
of the affeftions. The health, ſtrength, and 
beauty of the mind, It is the only ſecure 
poſſeſſion of man. It bids defiance to ruin 
and to death. The ſweeping whirlwind, the 
outrageous ſtorm, pale famine, waſting pel- 
tilence, and all the thouſands ills to which 
weeping humanity is liable, cannot deprive 
us of this eternal poſſeſſion. It is a precious 
jewel which cannot be deſtroyed, or even 

injured, 
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injured by the total deſtruction of the caſket 


which contains it. 


Whoever then parts with this, parts with 
every thing that is peaceful and happy. He 
parts with that, the place of which nothing 
elſe can ſupply. He parts with that which 1s 
of all other things moſt valuable ; and without 
which no other thing is of intrinſic worth, 
however coſtly. 


Beſides, every chriſtian will allow there is 
no ſecure or permanent happineſs in any thing 
but in the favour of that eternal God, who is 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, with- 
out variableneſs or ſhadow of turning. And 
every chriſtian muſt know that only by the 
practice of righteouſneſs is the favour of the 
Almighty to be ſecured. 


In his perfections alone can we find a ſure 
refuge and reſting place. Every thing elſe 
which we poſſeſs, or can poſſibly obtain, is vain 
and fluctuating, and unſatisfactory. Riches 
make to themſelves wings and flee away. 

0 Honour 
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Honour and applauſe are equally uncertain, 
empty as a puff of wind, as eaſily diſſipated as 
the light clouds of morning. Power, attended 


at the beſt with anxiety and trouble, can afford 


no ſolid pleaſure unleſs it be virtuouſly exer- 
ciſed, and then not invariably. It is kept at 
the expence of much expoſure to envy, and 
hatred, and revenge, 1s a grand ſource of 
temptation and corruption, and by a ſudden 
reverſe of fortune, is eaſily taken from us. 
Senſual pleaſure, in its beſt form, is momen- 
tary, if indulged into exceſs, never fails to in- 
duce diſeaſe and infamy, _ 


The impotency of the world conſidered as 
an auxiliaty has been too often diſcovered, to 
need at this time, any formal demonſtration. 
We may with greater certainty expect it to be 
our foe, than to be aſſiſted, eſpecially in an 
hour of extremity, by the acceſs of its ſupport. 
Indeed, we can put no truſt in princes, nor in 
any child of man; becauſe, whether friend, 
brother, wife, or parent, there is no help in 


them; or if there be, that help is vain. 


But, unſupported by any human power, he 
1 that 
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that doeth the will of God, ſhall abide fon 
ever, — ſhall ſecure the unſpeakable bleſſings 
of .immortality. And compared with this, 
every other acquiſition muſt appear infinitely 
little, muſt dwindle into nothing—into leſs 
than nothing. Righteouſneſs then, which in 
fact, conſiſts in the performance of the will of 


God, muſt be eſteemed the moſt valuable of 
all the poſſeſſions of man. 


IT. Our ſecond poſition which immediately 
follows from our firſt, was, That every thing 
which belongs to man, to his very life, is to be 
hazarded and given up, rather than he ſhould 
deſert the cauſe of truth and right, 


This is a ſentiment fo clearly founded in 
reaſon, that unleſs my memory fails me, it was 
adopted by the wiſe and virtuous among the 
heathens. But viewed in the light of chriſ- 
tianity, nothing can be more clear, 
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The goſpel of Chriſt hath brought life and 
immortality to light. It proclaims a day of 
future retribution, in which God will judge 
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the ſecrets of all hearts by the man whom he 


hath appointed, that every one ſhall then re- 
ceive according to the deeds done in the body, 


whether they have been good, or whether they 


have been evil. That the wicked ſhall, with- 
out reſpect of perſon, be puniſhed ; and the 
righteous only rewarded. 


Now, my friends, I addreſs myſelf to you, 
as to chriſtians, who ought always to view 


things in the light which chriſtianity affords. I 


aſk then, If you only followed the dictates of a 
rational ſelf-intereſt ; which is to be preferred, 
mortality, or immortality—death, or life— 
miſery or happineſs? Which is moſt to be 
eſteemed, Corruption, or incorruption—the 
company of the fooliſh and the wicked, or 
that of the wiſe and the juſt——everlaſting 
ſhame and contempt, or that crown of glory 
which ſhall never fade away. If you prefer 
the latter to the former, I aſk again, How are 
they to be ſecured? What qualification muſt 
he poſſeſs who would obtain them ? Certainly, 
Righteouſneſs. Without holineſs, which is the 
fame thing, zo man ſhall ſee the Lord. None 

of 
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of the practiſers of fraud, cruelty, and revenge, 
none of the abettors of unrighteouſneſs, if 
they die impenitent, ſhall be admitted citizens 
of the New Jeruſalem, wherein dwelleth 
righteouſneſs, and into which any thing that 
defileth ſhall in no wiſe enter. If then, righte- 
ouſneſs will make us happy for ever, and only 
righteouſneſs, is it not plain, that we had 
better forfeit every thing ſooner than that ? 


For is miſery (I would make this quite 
ſatisfactory, if I could, to the meaneſt under- 
ſtanding) is miſery, in point of value, to be 
compared with happineſs—is death to be com- 
pared with life—is the favour of man to be 
compared with the favour of God—is time, 
a ſhort, quick fleeting moment of time, to be 
compared with the countleſs years of the end- 
leſs ages of eternity? Is darkneſs to be com- 
pared with light—pain and anguiſh with eaſe 
and enjoyment weeping and wailing, and 
gnaſhing of teeth in the company of fiends and 
fiend-like men, to the participation of thoſe 
exquiſite delights which flow from the fountain 
of bliſs, in an unceaſing and perpetually ſwelling 

2 flood, 
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flood, and that in the happy company of angels 
and juſt men made perfect, with Chriſt, the 
mediator of the new covenant, and the general 
aſſembly of the church of the firſt- born, tri- 
umphant in heaven, full of knowledge, bene- 
volence, purity and integrity; there to dwell 
for ever and ever. If any one of theſe things 
will bear a compariſon in point of value with 
the other, then is not righteouſneſs that moſt 
excellent and precious poſſeſſion we juſt now 
proved it to be. In that caſe, ſacrifice your 
conſcience to quietneſs, your religious prin- 
ciples to the opinions of the world. Then 
gratify your luſts at the expence of your vir- 
tue. Then be more afraid of what man can 
do unto you, than of the juſt vengeance of 
Almighty God. Then keep your lands, and 
your poſſeſſions, and your riches, and your 
fame, and give up your God, your Saviour, 
and your ſoul. Shun the generous conduct 
of prophets, apoſtles, confeſſors and martyrs— 
and be aſhamed: of Jeſus Chriſt and of his 
goſpel, and be afraid of a little perſecution. 
But though I thus ſpeak, I will not believe 
you guilty of ſuch, not merely unchriſtian but 
unmanly 
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many conduct. I am very ſure you have 
not ſo learned Chriſt, as not to think that this 
world and this life, and every thing they can 
beſtow, are unworthy of a thought when they 
come in competition with that eternal weight 
of glory, which will be the inheritance of each 
genuine diſciple of his, in thoſe manſions he is 
gone to prepare. And believing this, you are 
convinced that every thing is, without the 
ſmalleſt demur, to be hazarded—to be chear- 
fully given up rather than part with our in- 
tegrity, or deſert the cauſe of truth. Since if 
we depart from truth and right, we exclude 
ourſelves from the participation of that life 
and immortality which Chrift will never be- 
ſtow upon thoſe who relinquiſh his cauſe, 


III. Our third poſition follows directly 
from the ſecond, namely, that the words of 
our Maſter muſt be true; and he muſt be 


happy, or blefſed, who is 8 * 
uduſneſi ſake. 


Not however that we ſhould conſider it 
as a pleaſant and agreeable thing to be 
| C 4 perſecuted ; 
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perſecuted; for then we ſhould provoke perſe- 
cution, which by another command, we are 
obliged to take all proper means to avoid. 


No; the bleſſedneſs of thoſe who are 
perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, conſiſts in 
their poſſeſſing a degree of virtue ſo eminent 
as to excite perſecution, and by doing a more 
ſubſtantial piece of ſervice to the cauſe of 
truth and religion, in the chearful endurance 
of that perſecution which they ſuffer, purely 
from their attachment to righteouſneſs, and 
which by relaxing from the ſtrictneſs of their 


integrity, they might have avoided. 


We have fully demonſtrated that righte- 
ouſneſs is incomparably the moſt valuable of all 
human poſſeſſions. Nothing can be plainer, 
than that he who is perſecuted for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, muſt be in poſſeſſion of righteouſ- 


neſs. It is not in the nature of a hypocrite 


to endure perſecution, It is the higheſt and 
moſt ſublime kind of virtue that provokes 
perſecution. Of this no laboured proof 1s 
neceſſary. It is what every hiſtory will tell 


Us. 
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us. It is what any attentive obſerver of 
what daily paſſes before his eyes, muſt have 
often witneſſed. Moſt certainly you are not 
now to be told of this, as though it were a 
ſtrange and novel occurrence. In this caſe 
there may be a defect in judgment; but it 
appears to me, that thoſe who are perſecuted 
on account of their virtue, and at the ſame 
time chearfully endure that perſecution, are 
in the poſſeſſion of the higheſt kind of virtue; 
becauſe it is plainly diſintereſted. For there 
is good reaſon for thinking that every kind of 
goodneſs would not excite perſecution; nor 
every degree of virtue endure it. Even in 
the garden of God there are ſome fair flowers 
that flouriſh, and look pleaſant to the eye, 
which would ſhrink away and utterly periſh 
beneath the cold blaſts of perſecution. There 
are men of ſuch ſort, as in times of peace 
and tranquillity, appear, and perhaps are, very 
earneſt in the cauſe of truth and virtue, and 
ſtill for a time they ſo continue, till ſome 
perſecution or trouble ſhall ariſe for the ſame, 
and then they are gone, they will no longer 
abide by it. If they loſe a little, and are 

likely, 
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likely, by continuing zealous and reſolute to 
loſe more, a man of this kind ſtraightway 
yieldeth. He will not ſtand againſt it, but 
immediately will follow, and go forwards with 
the greateſt number. But the true and 
genuine friends of righteouſneſs, do not ſo. 
They better know its value and importance, 
from the very circumſtance of their being 
actually in poſſeſſion of it. Theſe, therefore, 
at all hazards abide by their principles. Are 
content to loſe their riches, wife, children, 


friends, and reputation, yea, and their own 


lives alſo for the ſake of God, and his moſt 
holy word. Now this firm and unaccomo- 
dating temper, theſe features of hardihood, 
which cannot be abaſhed, appalled, or ſoothed, 
by the flatteries or the terrors of their perſe- 
cutors, is often found to produce no other 
effect, than that of inflaming their adverſaries 
the more, and rendering the violence of their 
perſecution the greater. So that in ſuch 


times, the more eminent a man is in virtue, 


the more violent and inflamed will be the 


rage of his perſecutors. So that as nothing 


can be plainer than that every man who 1s 


perſecuted 
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perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake muſt be 
bleſſed, being in poſſeſſion of that moſt valu- 
able of all things on account of which he is 
perſecuted—and that ſince in bearing it with 
chearfulneſs and fortitude, he performs the 
beſt ſervice to the beſt of cauſes, and practiſes 
the higheſt and moſt diſintereſted virtue, and 
by that means ſecures that glory and reward 
which will not be given to inferior characters; 
ſo we may in general affirm, that the more 
he is perſecuted on the ſcore of righteouſneſs, 
the more bleſſed he muſt be. For nghteoul- 


| neſs being the molt valuable of all things, and 


the only means of obtaining permanent hap- 
pineſs, he who has the moſt eminent degree 
of it, although it may expoſe him to much 
greater ſufferings in his life, than ever did 
befal the moſt miſerable of our kind, and 
which by relaxing a little in his duty, he 
might have eſcaped, muſt be of all men the 
moſt bleſſed, taking the 'whole of his exiſtence 
into conſideration. It therefore follows that 
our Lords words, Bleſſed are they which are 
perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake are true, and 

that 
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that in every circumſtance that can be men- 
tioned, or even conceived. Indeed it cannot 
admit of a doubt that truth and righteouſneſ, 
muſt in the end, overpower and annihilate 
every opponent, and gain the compleateſt 
victory over ſin, and death, and miſery. 


The number of righteous men in the 
world is, we hope, by no means ſo ſmall as 
appearances may ſuggeſt. But all good men 
are not equally eminent in that higheſt order 
of the virtues, by which ſelf is annihilated, and 
the man with all his powers becomes devoted 
to the glory of his maker, and the diſintereſted 
love of his kind. Nor ought we to wonder 
that there ſhould be different degrees of 
goodneſs (I mention this, becauſe ſome good | 
men uſe a kind of language,. which leads the 
hearer to ſuppoſe a man may from the vileſt 
ſinner, inſtantly become the moſt eminent 
faint, by what they call converſion) in different 
men, any more than in others of the works of 
God. You have for inſtance, a conſiderable 


quantity of good land, but ſome even of that 
good 
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good land is richer, and more fertile than 
others. Lou have many good fruit trees, 
but ſome of them excel the reſt in higher 
favour, or greater quantity of the fruit they 
produce. In a bright night we may obſerve 
one ſtar to differ from another ſtar in glory. 
And thus, though there are many righteous 
men, yet ſome are diftinguiſhed above others 
by their greater excellence and higher attain- 
ments. This diſtinction of characters is 
pointed out by our Lord, and in this very 
chapter, though not in expreſs terms. The 
benedictions he here delivers may be con- 


| ſidered as an aſcending ſcale of excellence. 


They conſtitute the ladder of Jacob, every 


ſtave of which brings us ſo much nearer 
heaven, or ſo much higher in it. 


Our Saviour here gives us no leſs than 
eight different deſcriptions of bleſſed people. 
He firſt pronounces the poor in ſpirit to be 
among the happy. Meaning, moſt probably, 


ſuch as are content with a little, or who being 
rich, are devoid of all haughtineſs; capable of 
| condeſcending 
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condeſcending to the poor, and of ſympathizing 
with them, as being touched with the feeling 
of their infirmities. He then bleſſes thoſe 
that mourn; 1. e. who are full of pity and 
compaſſion for the pains,. the weaknefles, and 
failings of others, or of regret for their own 
ſins and imperfections. The meek—thoſc 
that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
The merciful—The pure in heart—and the 
peace-makers, are all ſeverally pronounced 
bleſſed or happy. But ſtill he ſeems to have 
conſidered all of theſe (and if there were time 
reaſons might be aſſigned for it) J ſay by his 
expreſſions reſpecting the character in our 
text, he ſeems to have conſidered all theſe 
foregoing ones as inferior to it in point of 
moral and religious excellence. He places 
this at the top of his ſcale. It is that end of 


the ladder which hides itſelf in the ſkies. 
* 


Jeſus Chriſt not only ſaith, «© Blefſed are 
they which are perſecuted for righteouſneſs 
ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 


That does not with ſufficient force expreſs the 
greatneſs 


$ 
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greatneſs of his conceptions with regard to the 
character of confeſſors and martyrs. He ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to his diſciples as to perſons 
particularly intereſted in this part of his diſ- 
courſe, and ſaith, Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall 
revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all 
manner of evil againſt you falſely for my ſake. He 
reiterates this ſentiment—there is a diſcernible 
ſwell in his ſtyle—his language aſſumes a 
higher tone of elevation and ſpirit, when he 
proceeds to ſay, Rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
fer great is your reward in heaven, for ſo perſe- 
cuted they the prophets which were before you. 
As though to be perſecuted for righteouſneſs 
ſake, were the higheſt pitch of dignity to be 
attained on earth, the very top and ſummit of 
human glory. 


Thus have we ſhewn, it is hoped, to the 
ſatisfaction of all, the truth of this apparently 
ſtrange doctrine of our Saviour. We are all 
then, by conſequence, fully perſuaded that it is 
a privilege and not a diſadvantage, to ſuffer in 
the cauſe of truth and of religion. There are, 
indeed, two other lights in which theſe words 

of 
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of our Saviour may very properly be regarded, 
namely, as a prophecy, and as a promiſe. But 
on theſe we have not at preſent time to inſiſt. 


We will therefore cloſe this Diſcourſe with a 
few remarks applicable to the ſubject. 


IJ. While we live in this world, it is 
plainly neceſſary that we beſtow a reaſonable 
attention upon the body, in order to provide 
whatever may be uſeful for its health and ſup- 
port. To think of eradicating or deſtroying 
the appetites, would be to make ſure of the 
deſtruction of our bodies. They often ſerve 
as indexes to point out our way through the 
wilderneſs of life. Much uſeful information 
may be derived from them. The point we 
ought therefore to have in view, is ſo to con- 
duct and regulate them as beſt to anſwer the 
wiſe ends for which they were generated in our 
nature; in ſuch a manner as that we may not 
deſire houſes or land, or riches, or power, ot 
honour, or any other temporal good more 
than the promotion of the glory of God, and 
the good of our neighbours. | 


That 
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That every living creature ſhould have in 
its make a ſtrong deſire to preſerve life, was 
neceſſary. But in rational beings, all natural 
inſtincts are to be under the controul of reaſon. 
The ſuperior faculty is to govern the inferior. 


Now it is evident from what has been 
ſaid, that there may be many caſes, in which 
rectitude and propriety may require us to get 
over the inſtinctive love of life, as well as 
to conquer the influence of the other natural 
affections. Whoever loves life more than 
virtue, religion, or his country, is guilty of a 
groſs abſurdity, in preferring that which is of 
leſs conſequence to that which is of greater. 
We ſhould always make it our endeavour, to 
view things in the light they may be ſuppoſed 
to appear in to the all comprehenſive mind, 
knowing, that the nearer we approach to this, 
the more exact will be our apprehenſions. 
But I cannot bring myſelf to believe that my 
life appears to the ſupreme mind of ſuch vaſt 
importance, that it ought to be preſerved to 
the prejudice of ſacred and eternal truth. 
That it is better the people ſhould periſh for 
one man, than one man for the people. 

D If 
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If the heroes and ſages among the hea- 
thens, who had no ſuch certain proſpect of a 
future ſtate as we have, or at leaſt may have, 

if they, whoſe views of an exiſtence to come, 
were rather ſtrong defires than ſure and well 
founded hopes; if they could ſhow ſuch a 
contempt of the preſent life as to give it up 
with joy and triumph for the ſervice of their 
country, and for the ſake of truth, of which 
hiſtory furniſhes us with inſtances almoſt in- 
numerable; it were to be expected, that in 
the contempt of life we ſhould greatly exceed 
them. But this to our ſhame, is far from being 
the cafe, at leaſt in general. Many individuals 
have given glorious proofs of the contrfy. 
And if none of us have as yet attained to this 
height in our progreſs towards chriſtian per- 
| fection, let us ſtill ſtrive after it—let it be our 
! endeavour continually to preſerve our minds 
| in fuch a ftate, as ſhall enable us to bear with 
chriſtian patience and chriſtian joy, all that the 
ill-will of our adverſaries dare inflict upon us. 


| II. From the bleſſedneſs and reward of 
ä bearing perſecution well, we may learn the 
| folly of entertaining any thing like a * 
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ful temper againſt thoſe, who at any time, on 


account of our principles, evilly entreat us. 
In perſecuting us, our enemies do us a favour 
—give us an opportunity of performing the 
higheſt of all duties, that of forgiving and 
loving our enemies, and of doing good in 
return for evil. This indeed muſt be acknow- 
ledged the nobleſt revenge that can be taken, 
Ait is the only revenge I recommend to you, 
my friends. For would you puniſh the ſpite- 
ful, ſhew him that you are ſuperior to his 
malice; the dart he threw at you, will then 
rebound and pierce himſelf to the heart. 


III. Would we find ſupport under cir- 
cumſtances of calamity and affliction, let us 
ſtudy the religion of Jeſus. The only rational 
ground of conſolation amid the various diſ- 
treſſes of life, is the conſideration that our 
religion propoſes a poſitive reward for bearing 
with dignity and improving by affliction 
and at the ſame time, furniſhes the mind with 
tufficient grounds for the belief that afflictions 
are in truth our greateſt bleſſings, and proofs 
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as certain of the divine fayour, as more pala- 
table gifts. 


IV. If perſecution, fellow chriſtians, be a 
privilege— if it be the higheſt honour we can 
in this life attain, to be thought worthy of 
enduring it, then let no perſecution we have 
hitherto met with, damp our zeal---let it 
rather, ſince it cannot be directed to higher 
objects, be rendered more active and fervent. 
Are not TRUTH, and LIBERTY, and RELIGION, 
the deareſt of all things---more valuable than 
life and all its joys? Ought we not then, to 
arm ourſelves with fortitude, and a ſound 
mind? To put on the whole armour of God, 
that we may be able to ſtand in the evil day? 
And having done all, to tand ? Surely we ought. 


Let us remember that the condeſcenſion 
of our God is wonderful. That his goodneis 
knows no bounds. That if we will be his 
ſervants, he will be our God. If we honour 
him, he will honour us. That as faſt as we 
engage ourſelves to him, ſo faſt will he bind 

himſelf 
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himſelf to us. His favours increaſe with our 
zeal and ſervice. Let the world think and 
ſay what it will of us---he will be pleaſed with 
our honeſt endeavours to ſerve his cauſe; and 
will abundantly reward them. For though 
we diſclaim, as much as any, all merit, though 
our beſt ſervices are nothing but what we 
ought to perform, and although we muſt 
even, when we have fulfilled every command, 
acknowledge ourſelves very unprofitable ſer- 
vants; yet while we continue to pay an unre- 
ſerved obedience to the precepts of the goſpel, 
we ſhall not be neglected and deſpiſed, nor go 
diſowned and unrewarded ; probably not even 
in this life, certainly not in that which is to 
come. While we thus do our duty, the per- 
fections of God are to all intents and purpoſes 
our own, They are continually employed on 
our behalf. His veracity is pledged for the 
performance of the grant, that he will do and 
give all that is neceſſary for our ſupport and 
afety, for our comfort and bleſſedneſs. 


If our religion be purer than that of 
others, and we have ſuffered in conſequence 
of 
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of having ſtood forth in its ſupport—let us 
remember, that zeal and faithfulneſs will be 
honoured in a diſtinguiſhing manner by the 
Almighty; eſpecially when theſe are pure and 
unmixed with pride and ſelfiſhneſs; when 
love to God, and goodneſs is the reigning 
paſſion, and other principles are ſtrictly guarded 
againſt and carefully ſuppreſſed. You ought 
to rejoice in the opportunities that are now 
given you, and which are given, not for 
nothing, but to be improved, of exerciſing and 
diſplaying the excellence of your faith, the trial 
of which is abundantly more precious than 
that of ſilver or of gold, which periſhes. And 
thus, you will recommend more effeCtually, 
than in any other way, the principles which 
you have adopted, in preference to thoſe which 
are more popular and reputable. For there 1s 
a beautiful ſimplicity in religion unadulterated. 
It is an amiable, it is a venerable thing, and 
hardly ever fails of commanding reſpect even 
from perſons of the worſt character, eſpecialiy 
when the wiſdom of the ſerpent is joined with 
the innocence of the dove. Such a ſpirit and 
converſation, will bear a ſtrong and convincing 

| teſtimony 
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teſtimony to the reality of religion. And 
however this may be, as we have lately ſeen, 
it bas been traduced by the falſe, miſrepre-. 
ſented by the artful, and run dawn by the 
violence and malignity of the times; yet 
depend upon it, ſteadineſs and reſolutian in 
the cauſe of religion, ariſing from genuine 
principles of. love and zeal for the glory of 
our heavenly Parent, will have their effect. 
They cannot fail to ſtrike the minds of many, 
and force them to give religion its juſt praiſe. 


Luaſtly. Let us endeavour to imbibe more 
and mare of the true ſpirit of chriſtianity. 
Let us call to remembrance the times of the 
years that are paſt. Let us aſk, Where is that 
ſpirit and energy, which appeared ſo wonder- 
fully in the purity and zeal of prophets and 
apoſtles; which refined their ſpirits and ex- 
alted them to ſo near a reſemblance of the 
bleſſed and all perfect God; that made them 
ſo entirely and abſolutely devoted to the cauſe 
of truth and of religion: that warmed their 
breaſts with univerſal love, and made them 
ſo buſy, active, zealous, and faithful ;--which 
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rendered them ſo chearful and unwearied in 
their work, that they ſeemed all life, vigour, 
and energy ;—which cauſed them ſo to act, 
as though they had nothing elſe to do, but 


honour to their creator, and ſervice to their 
kind? 


However, let not pride and paſſion bias 
us on the one hand; neither ſelf- love nor the 
fear of man on the other. Far be it from us, 
to be afraid of cenſure and reproach. Ever 
let us value peace and purity in our con- 


ſciences, the honour and approbation of God, 


and the good, eſpecially the everlaſting good, 
of our neighbours more than all worldly con- 
ſiderations whatever. Let us be concerned 
to poſſeſs our minds with a belief in the 
exiſtence and perfections of God, in the ge- 
nuineneſs of the goſpel and the validity of its 
promiſes, ſo ſtrong as ſhall enable us to bear 
up in every tempeſt that may ariſe, and keep 
us from being afraid or aſhamed of bearing 
our public teſtimony in behalf of liberty, 
truth, and religion; againſt tyranny, falſhood, 
and vice, in every circumſtance and ſituation. 

Then, 
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Then, as a rock, may we ſtand faſt againſt all 
oppoſition. Then, through our whole courſe, 
we may ſupport with decency, with dignity, 
the honour of the chriſtian character. Thus, 
immoveable in our purpoſe, unclaunted by any 
face of danger, let us perſevere to the end 
of our courſe, rejoicing in tribulation, till at 
length, when the meſſenger of death ſhall 
ſummon us from the arduous ſtrife, we may 
die like good ſervants of God, and faithful 
ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, with our arms in our 
hands, I mean thoſe of ſound reaſon and well- 
grounded faith, and a conſcience void of 
offence ;---ſure of receiving an ample reward 
among the defenders of virtue and liberty, on 
the other ſide of the grave.---Strive, then, 
fellow citizens, from this moment,---ſtrive to 
do all you can to recover the dying cauſe of 
goodneſs, if it be dying; - to ſtem this inun- 
dation of bigotry, falſhood, and wickedneſs, 
which is burſt forth in a flood, which not 
ſtopped or diverted in time, will overwhelm 
and deſolate our miſerable country. Ariſe, 
ye friends of truth: Stand forth: Exert 
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yourſelves, —let the world know that you 
are on the ſide of truth: and let the world be 
obliged to confeſs, that the courage of the 
good is more formidable than the impudence 
of the wicked. Paint virtue in your conduct 
and with your actions, juſt as ſhe is. Let her 
heavenly form be perſonified in every cha- 
racter to which I now addreſs myſelf. Fetch 
down departing religion, ſacred, venerable, 
pure, and undefiled.---Stop her, in her aſcen- 
ſion to her native ſkies:---give her. a local 
habitation, and a name honourable in the 


mind of all. I am convinced you are not 
diſcouraged, but confirmed by what has hap- 
pened to you and to your neighbours. Be 
zealous and be wiſe. Be firm and vigorous. 
Come what, come may, God reigneth, and 
nothing wrong can take place, All is rightly 
ordered, and all will end well. None can 
eventually ſuffer but the fooliſh and el im- 
penitent. 


And what if we ſhould any of us (a thing 
at preſent very unlikely) what, I ſay, if we 
ſhould 
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ſhould even die in the ſtruggle; how beau- 
tiful is death when earned by virtue! How 
glorious, how triumphant, when he is the har- 
binger of immortality, For, ſhall we meanly 
tremble, when on account of the words of 
truth, troubles anſe? Shall we ſhrink, like 
corrupt and degenerate plants, before the 
blaſts of perſecution?——The traveller jour- 
neying through the damp foreſt, the cold and 
dreary waſte, or over the bleak and ſnow- 
clad mountain, —by how much the more the 
winds howl around, and the inclement ele- 
ments diſtreſs him, by ſo much the cloſer he 
girds his garments about him. When the 
bark labours in a ſtormy ſea, the mariners 
only exert a greater degree of ſkill, of vigi- 
lance, and aftivity ;---knowing, that though 
for a ſhort time ſhe may ſeem to be over- 
whelmed by the frantic fury of the accumu- 
lated billows, that ſoon ſhe will riſe again, 
and in the face of the conflifting ſkies, ride 
triumphant on the foaming backs of her 
aſſailants. 


Thus 
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Thus ſhould it be with thee, O chriſtian.— 
Fear not danger and danger will fear thee..-- 
Oppoſe thyſelf to difficulties, and they will 


vaniſh. Smile at the approach of tribulation, 


of diſtreſs, and of even death itſelf, and in- 
ſtantly they are thy friends, — bid them wel- 
come and they will love thee. Though thou 
falleſt in the conflict, thou falleſt but to riſe. 
For of him who ſuffers in the cauſe of truth 
and virtue, with peculiar propriety may it be 
ſaid, that the ſame moment in which he ſo 
illuſtriouſly expires, he is born to an immor- 
tality of glory. He ſhall aſk no pomp of 
marble ;—no honours created by the chizzel 
of the ſtatuary. No memorials ſhall he re- 
quire deeply engraven on monumental braſs.-- 
His name is written in the book of life; 
his fame ſhall remain when the heavens are 
no more; and great and everlaſting ſhall 
be his reward. The ſolid ſtone of which 
the towering pyramid is compoſed, which 
forms the triumphal arch: the rock-founded 
monument, and whatever more duarble has 
been contrived to preſerve the honoured 
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names of the Hero and the Chief, ſhall 
be effaced by relentleſs ruin, ſhall fall down 
low into the duſt, ſhall moulder away, and 
vaniſh; their place ſhall be ſought for, but 
ſhall not be found. But to the honour of 
the chriſtian martyr, a memorial is written 
in the everlaſting remembrance of God, be- 
yond the reach of time's all devouring ſcythe; 
which nothing can ever obliterate. For him, 
let no weak drop be ſhed. For the virgin 
inatched on her bridal day by the hand of 
death, from the huſband of her choice; for 
the youth falling in the midſt of his ſtrength; 
for the darling child whoſe opening bloſſom 
promiſed in maturity, the richeſt fruits of 
wiſdom and of virtue; for theſe, let the tears 
of pity fall, and the ſtrains of elegy be heard. 


But the tears of pity would ill accord with 

a fate like his. The harmony of the ſcene 
would be diſturbed, and its greatneſs debaſed 
by grief and lamentation. No, rather let the 
moſt exulting notes of gratulation be ſounded 
over their aſhes; for bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord, for they reſt from their labours 
and 


—— — 
— CR oY —̃̃— —_ —— —ͤ 
. z FOI "EA — 

* = 


[ 46 ] 
and their works do follow them. Yea, ſaith 


the ſpirit, for they reſt from their labours. Let 


poſterity be called upon to eye their glories, 
while in expectance of a ſecond life, in thoſe 


brighter ſcenes which ſhall be diſcloſed when 


Time, like the hero of Gaza, ſhall pluck 
down the pillars which ſupport this globe; 
their ſacred duſt fleeps with greater dig- 


nity than that of kings and heroes in their 


tombs 'of grandeur. And let each chriſtian 
inſpired with theſe ſentiments of genuine 
nobility liſten to the animating voice of the 
Captain of our ſalvation, and let full convic- 
tion accompany his words, when he faith, 
BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED 
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE, FOR THEIRS 1$ 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
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